To bring good cheer by Madden, Jean
A wave of nostalgia .. 
is upon us, if you can believe what 
you read in Newsweek and Life 
magazines. A wave of nostalgia hit 
Ve Old Ed at an alumni meeting the 
other day and he had, as Webster 
puts iI, " a wistful yearning 
for ... return of some ... irrecover-
able condition in th e past. " 
A speaker mentioned the phrase, 
"as American as the flag or mother-
hood ," And then he wondered out 
loud how Ameri can the flag was any 
more. At any rate, many persons, 
whether they display it with "love 
it or Leave it" stickers or on the 
seat of their pants, seem to use the 
symbol of our country to say some-
thing about themselves, notAmerica. 
Wh i le the speak er continued on, 
Ve Old Ed began think ing about 
motherhood. With the population ex -
plosion, th e drive for zero popula-
tion growth, with th e welfare roles 
continually swelled by i llegitimate 
births, just how American is mother-
hood today? 
And then, horror of horrors, what 
about apple pie? Has too much DDT 
been sprayed on the apple? Are 
there too many calor ies in the crust? 
Could even apple pie now be a little 
unAmerican, too? - S. S. 
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TO BRING GOOD CHEER 
By Jean Madden 
They sang to a lone so ldier walking guard duty 
in the freezing rain at the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier. They sang in th e bus keeping time with 
the frenzied hand signal s of a Washington D.C. 
traffic policeman. They sa ng at the U.S. Senate, 
a! the Department of Agriculture, at the White 
House, at the National Christmas Tree Pageant of 
Peace. They sang wherever they went. 
They are the University Singers and their trip 
was the culmination of the ensemble's desire "to 
show Washington a group that wants to bring good 
cheer al Christmastime," according to Director Tom 
Mills. 
It was a former member of the group who gave 
Mills the idea for the trip. In trying to find an 
idea for establishing unity in the Singers, which is 
composed of half old members and half new members 
this year, Mills contacted Robert Miller, BS Agr 
'69, managing editor of Farm Industry News in St. 
Paul. Miller suggested the Washington trip and from 
then on the plans snowballed. 
The only thing standing in the way was the not-
so-small matter of rai sing the travel money in a 
three-week period. There was so me money in the 
budget; there were the contributions from the Singer 
alumni; there wcre the free-will offerings of those 
who attended the group's Christmas concerts. Sup-
port ranged all the way from $1000 from a Columbia 
businessman to 32 cents from a student who dropped 
by Tom's office. 
Walter John and others in the Washington D.C. 
Alumni Club helped arrange the appearances and 
helped find accommodations and meals that would 
fit the tight budget for the two days in Washington. 
The Alumni Office staff helped with charter arrange-
ments and coordination in Washington. 
Mills feels that the greatest ga in for the group 
was to see government in operation and realize the 
magnitude of the system. " I think they felt more 
sympathetic with the problems, whether or not they 
agree with the way the government is run." 
A coincidental benefit was the effect oftheSingers 
on Washington. Beautiful music from beautiful young 
people had a predictable impact. Missouri Senator 
Stuart Symington hushed people in the Rotunda 
while the Singers were singing. And it isn't often 
that Washington is quiet. 0 
Jean Madden, director of alumni acitil'ities, ac-
companied the Singers on their trip to Washington. 
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